
Welcome to the Portales Municipal School District website.  Please feel free to surf this site 

and learn more about Portales Municipal Schools.  The schools in our District are grade level 

schools located in separate areas around the city.  Brown Early Childhood Center houses pre-

school and kindergarten students.  R.M. James Elementary School is home to our first and 

second grade students.  Our third and fourth grade students attend Valencia Elementary School, 

and our fifth and sixth grade school, our newest, is Lindsey-Steiner Elementary School.  Seventh 

and eighth grade students attend Portales Junior High and Portales High School is home to our 

ninth to twelfth grade students.  Check out the individual school pages by finding “Select a 

School” in the black margin above the Ram head and click on the school you would like to visit. 

If you can’t find what you are looking for or simply want to speak to a real person, please go to 

“How to Contact Us” or to the individual department or school page to find the phone number to 

call.  You may also call Central Office at (575) 356-7000.    

 

We have done a great deal of work across our District to improve our infrastructure and to make 

our campuses safer.  Valencia Elementary School has a new, state of the art, heating and cooling 

system.  The parking and bus loading and unloading area is paved and complete at R.M. James 

Elementary School.  The sidewalks and entry area at James was also rebuilt and will serve our 

students and community much better.  Security upgrades have been installed district wide. These 

upgrades include new cameras and controlled access doors and foyers.  Although some may find 

these security measures a bit inconvenient, we believe the safety of our students must be our first 

priority and this system will create safer campuses.    

 

Of course, we continually upgrade and update the technology in all of our schools.  A major 

upgrade to our District infrastructure included installation of virtualized servers.  Two virtual 

servers replace 20 of our older servers.  This will bring our technology maintenance costs down 

and will make for better application throughout the District.  Although this is not new 

technology, we are one of very few school districts in this state that have made this 

improvement.  Each school was provided with new “smart” board technology, chromebooks, and 

computers.  These upgrades will continue throughout the year. 

 

The new ENMU/PMSD football stadium will be the home of the Rams this year.  For a great 

high school football experience, please go to the stadium and support the Rams.  This coming 

Spring you can also attend a Ram track meet in the stadium as well as the District track meet.   

 

I am very proud of this school district and the people who make it a great place to educate our 

children and live.  We have great and caring teachers and staff who will work with you and your 

children to make their education an enjoyable experience to remember; and, they will receive a 

great education that will prepare them for college or the workforce.  At Portales High School, we 

can offer your children not only high school credit, but we also offer dual credit classes that 

provide students with high school and college credit.  Many of our students graduate high school 

with more than 12 hours of college credit that does not cost our students a thing.  Portales High 

School has teamed up with local community colleges and ENMU to provide vocational/career 

courses so that eventually our non-college bound graduates can leave school with credentials that 

can be used to go to work in a good job right away.  The high school offers on-line classes with 

support for non-traditional students who want to return to school to obtain a diploma or those in 

situations that prevent them from attending a traditional classroom. 



 

Both Portales High School and Portales Junior High School offer organized athletics and other 

extracurricular activities.  Each school offers football, volleyball, basketball, baseball, fast pitch 

softball, track and cheer.  The high school also offers girls’ and boys’ soccer, tennis and golf.  

Eighth grade students have the opportunity to participate in junior varsity soccer, baseball, and 

competition cheer at the high school.  Students may also join FFA beginning in the 7
th

 grade and 

continue through high school.  FCCLA is another organization that offers State and even 

National competitions.  We have a great band program that begins in the 5
th

 grade and a 

wonderful choir program your children can enroll in during their 7
th

 grade year.  Our Theatre 

classes are also an asset to our high school and they perform for the public during the school 

year.  The drama program also participates in the NMAA State Competition.  Finally, our Media 

Arts Program has state of the art equipment that teaches our students filming and editing 

techniques and they video many activities live and stream them through our website.  

 

All of our schools feature state of the art technology, and we are upgrading and purchasing new 

equipment every year to help our students and teachers have the tools they need for this 

technological age and to compete with others in this global economy.  Even though we do have 

great technology in our schools, we still provide traditional instruction and our teachers are here 

for our students and ready to build strong and lasting relationships to help your children succeed. 

 

If you are thinking about moving to the area, before you make a decision, please visit our 

schools.  Talk to our principals and feel free to visit with our teachers.  You and your family are 

welcome at Portales Municipal Schools and we would like to work with you to help ensure that 

your children receive the educational opportunities they deserve. 

 

  
 


